



                                                                                         September 2019




Dear Student,

In this packet, you will find information pertaining to elections for student positions that will take place this semester. 


          Student Government
       The Southern Connecticut State University Student Government Association is established in    
       order to serve as the voice of all undergraduate students and to promote the welfare of the 
       undergraduate student body. Members of SGA serve as liaisons to faculty, staff, and 
       administration of the university, recommending changes to university policy, representing 
       students on committees and enacting and implementing legislation desirable and beneficial to 
       the student body.

    Class Governance
       The mission of each class board is to provide leadership to their class. Class boards may plan 
       and implement academic, social, and cultural activities for the benefit and enrichment of the 
       student body and serve as the voice of their fellow students to the Student Government 
       Association and the university.


If you have any questions regarding the election process, please contact Denise Bentley-Drobish, Director of Student Involvement and Leadership Development, Adanti Student Center Rm. 212, at bentleydrod1@southernct.edu, or Brooke Mercaldi, Board of Elections (BOE) Chairperson, at mercaldib1@southernct.edu. 

Thank you for your interest!



Denise L. Bentley-Drobish
Director of Student Involvement and Leadership Development


Brooke Mercaldi
Chairperson, Board of Elections
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Southern Connecticut State University

CANDIDACY FORM

Student Government Student Representative at Large

Class Governance
(Class of 2023)

This form must be submitted on OwlConnect by 12:00pm on Friday, September 27th, 2019.  Please direct any questions or concerns to Denise Bentley-Drobish, Director of Student Involvement and Leadership Development, at 392-5782, or Brooke Mercaldi,    
Board of Elections Chairperson, at mercaldib1@southernct.edu.
  
 


Name:                         										
Student ID#:             											
Local Address:          											 Phone #:	            ____________________________________________________________
SCSU Email Address:	______________________________________________________
Credits Earned: 				                                         GPA: 			
Number of Credits Enrolled for Fall 2019:__________________
           











PLEASE CIRCLE THE POSITION YOU ARE RUNNING FOR:

***(Note: Freshmen may choose to run for both a Student Government position and a class of 2023 position)***



A. Student Government Association:  Representative-at- Large 
(7 positions open)



B. Class of 2023:      President    Vice President    Secretary    Treasurer     Rep. at Large 
                                                                                                                      (5 positions open)





I, _________________________________, give authorized university personnel permission to ensure my good standing in accordance with the SCSU Election Guidelines by obtaining relevant information as necessary.  I certify that the office for which I am filing is one which I am eligible for according to the SCSU Election Guidelines and that all information provided by me is complete and accurate.  I understand that providing false information to the BOE is grounds for disqualification.  Furthermore, I agree to abide by all SCSU Election Guidelines, which I have received and understand.






Signature of Candidate:_________________________________Date:__________________





ATTENTION CANDIDATES:



It is recommended that you provide a statement regarding your individual candidacy as well as a digital photo. These statements may be no more than 250 words and must be single spaced in 12 pt font. Please email your statement and digital photo to bentleydrod1@southernct.edu.

In the subject line of the email, please include your name and the position you are running for. Digital photos may be no larger than 2X2 inches in jpeg format. Statements and photos will be posted on the election website. 



PHOTOS AND STATEMENTS ARE OPTIONAL BUT HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 

[bookmark: _GoBack]FAILURE TO PROVIDE THIS INFORMATION BY 5:00 PM ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27th WILL PREVENT US FROM POSTING YOUR STATEMENT AND/OR PHOTO ON THE ELECTION SITE!







Southern Connecticut State University
Student Government Association
Election Rules and Regulations




I. Board of Elections (BOE)

a) The BOE shall conduct Southern Connecticut State University elections in accordance with the rules and regulations listed in this document.
b) The BOE shall not support or oppose any candidate or party while serving on the BOE.  Failure to comply with this requirement shall be sufficient grounds for removal from the BOE.
c) No person who is a member of the BOE shall campaign for, advise, or instruct candidates on any matters related to the election, except matters concerning campaign guidelines.
d) Board of Elections Chairperson duties consist of the following:
i. Publicize the upcoming elections to solicit candidates and inform the SCSU student body of relevant information concerning the dates and times of voting on election days, as well as any informational and/or mandatory meetings.
ii. Schedule, coordinate, and publicize candidate’s speeches and forums.
iii. Work with the Office of Student Involvement and Leadership Development to maintain all election related financial records, complaints, violations, candidate packets, forms and other documents as appropriate.  
iv. Certify verified election results, which includes the total number of votes for each candidate and/or referenda, and transmit them to the SCSU Student Government Association.

II. Applications

a) Each candidate must fill out and sign a Candidacy Form and provide all information requested on the form.
b) Applications materials are available in the Office of Student Involvement and Leadership Development, Adanti Student Center Rm. 212 and on OwlConnect.. Candidacy Forms must be submitted on OwlConnect by Friday, September 27th at 12pm.
c) Once a candidate has submitted their Candidacy Form, the Board of Elections (BOE) will check with appropriate personnel to ensure that the candidate is eligible to run.
d) By 3pm on Friday, September 27th all candidates’ nomination forms will be checked for accuracy.  If discrepancies are discovered, the candidate will automatically be disqualified and notified by phone. 







III. Eligibility Requirements for Candidates for Student Government Representatives at     
             Large and Voting Eligibility

a) All candidates must be enrolled at Southern Connecticut State University as full-time matriculated undergraduate students.  All candidates must have earned a cumulative grade point average of at least 2.0 or be in their first semester at SCSU with no grade point average on record.
b) A full-time undergraduate is defined as any student who is in the process of taking at least 12 credit hours of classes or has been granted a waiver for full time status.
c) Students registered as full-time matriculated undergraduate students during the semester in which the elections are being held are eligible to vote in Student Government election. 
d) During even year spring elections there will be a minimum of ten SGA representatives elected, in odd year spring elections a minimum of eleven SGA representatives will be elected. During each fall semester, elections for four SGA representatives will be held to allow for interested first year and transfer students to participate. All representatives elected in the fall will serve one-year terms. 
e) In addition to the elections noted above, any remaining vacancies may be filled through the spring of fall election processes and representatives elected will serve one-year terms.


IV. Eligibility Requirements for Candidates for Class Elections and Voter Eligibility

a)    Students must accumulate credits within a specific range to be eligible for Class Officer or Representative positions upon completion of the spring semester. The requirements are as follows: 

i. Freshman: 0-30 credits 

b) Eligibility requirements for those voting in the class elections are as followed:

i. Freshman: 0-30 credits 

V. Filing

a) Students shall be given at least one week to declare their candidacy.
b) Candidates shall be given at least one week to campaign prior to voting.
c) Candidates must complete the Candidacy Form which includes a statement acknowledging receipt of the SCSU Election Rules, Procedures, and Guidelines and their agreement to adhere to them.
d) All candidates who fail to meet the necessary filing requirements as stated in the Election Rules shall be ineligible to be placed on the ballot and shall be notified by the SCSU BOE Chairperson by 3pm on Friday, September 27th.
e) A candidate may withdraw from the election at any time during the election period by notifying the BOE Chairperson in writing.  
f) All dates concerning official elections will be set by the Board of Elections and published on campus. 




VI. Campaigning

a) Campaigning may begin on Monday, September 30th  at 9am and will end at 12:00pm on Thursday, October 10th when the election concludes.
b) All candidates must abide by the SCSU Student Code of Conduct and any additional written guidelines provided by the Board of Elections.
c) In areas where university policy conflicts with campaign procedures, the university policy shall be supreme.
d) There shall be no campaigning or information distribution (electronic, paper, or verbal) before the official start of campaigning.  Violations will be addressed on a case-by-case basis by the BOE.
e) Campaigning during the days that polls are open is limited to outdoor public spaces.
f) Candidates may post flyers/posters on campus bulletin boards in authorized areas.
g) A copy of each campaign poster, flyer, piece of literature, etc. to be posted or distributed is to be submitted to the Board of Elections Chairperson prior to distribution, however there is no approval process. A drop off box will be located in the Office of Student Involvement and Leadership Development, ASC 212, for this purpose.
h) Only one piece of campaign material per candidate is permitted per designated posting area.  Campaign postings may be no larger than 10’’ x 15”. 
i) Materials of one candidate must not impede the visibility of another candidate’s material that has previously been posted.  No candidate may attach materials to those of another candidate.
j) A candidate whose name appears on any campaign material is responsible for said materials.
k) Campaign literature shall not be derogatory towards other candidates.
l) All campaign materials must be removed within 3 days of the close of the election.
m) No campaign material may create a safety hazard or deface or destroy university property.
n) Campaigning is not permitted in the presence of drugs and/or alcohol.  Any such violations may be grounds for disqualification of a candidate.
o) The distribution of literature/flyers and lobbying/campaigning must be conducted at places and times where such activity would not be construed to constitute a clear and substantive interference within the conduct of university classes, study, business, or with pedestrian or vehicular traffic.  No campaigning literature may be hung from the pedestrian bridge or from building windows.  
p) Distribution of written or vocal material by hawking, shouting, accosting individuals or groups, or electronic amplification is prohibited.
q) Graphic campaigning in the form of marking or chalking on university property is prohibited.
r) Campus media including the Southern News, WSIN Radio, and SCSU TV may be utilized for campaign purposes.
s) No candidate may spend in excess of $200.00 of his/her personal funds.  In addition, candidates may accept and utilize up to $500.00 in donations.  Any donation of goods and/or services will be evaluated at fair market value.  Fair market value will be established by the BOE. 
t) Candidates shall maintain a financial report including all transactions.  All expenditures and donations must be documented with receipts and are subject to the review of the BOE.  All documentation of donations and expenditures shall be turned in to the Office of Student Involvement and Leadership Development, Adanti Student Center Rm. 212, by 
12 pm on Thursday, October 10th. The BOE shall have the authority to audit and investigate the finances of any candidate.
u) All goods and services, excluding labor, performed by students that are either purchased or donated shall be assessed as a campaign expenditure at its retail value.  
v) Any corporate or commercial promotion in graphic campaign material in exchange for sponsorship is prohibited.
w) Resources or funds belonging to SCSU may not be used to promote a candidate.  This shall include, but is not limited to, the use of SCSU’s website or social media accounts or any website or social media account associated with university offices, clubs or organizations or departments. 
x) Use of SCSU’s offices including club and organization offices and the Resource Room, services, resources, enterprises or equipment, including, but not limited to, computers, copiers, supplies, stationary, and/or use of the Southern logo is prohibited. 
y) University department services or phone numbers shall not appear on any campaign literature produced for or by candidates.
z) Candidates may not use their position in a club or organization, student media, program, leadership position, activity, or event that is funded by SCSU or through student fees as a means to campaign. 
aa) Candidates and their supporters shall not solicit votes in any residence hall by campaigning door-to-door.
ab) Distributing graphic campaign material under doors is prohibited in Residence Life areas.
ac) There shall be no verbal or graphic campaigning in the Student Government Office or club/organization/media Offices or the Resource Room. There shall be no campaigning in any official student government or club/organization/media meetings.
ad) Student employees may not wear or display graphic campaign material during the time they are working on campus.
ae) Organizations offices may not be used for campaign meetings, storing or producing campaign materials or serving as a campaign base in any other way.

VII. Elections

a) Voting shall take place using SCSU’s OwlConnect.
b)  Any unauthorized person attempting to tamper with the election will be subject to sanctioning by the BOE and referred to university discipline.
c) Vote tampering by illicit campaigning, forced voting, or voting fraud, shall be treated as an extremely grave offense, and shall be grounds for immediate dismissal of a candidate and disqualification from the election.
d) A student who believes that they are eligible to vote, but cannot gain access, should report to the Office of Student Involvement and Leadership Development, Adanti Student Center Rm. 212, between the hours of 9am and 4pm during the days that classes are in session.
e) The order of candidates on the ballot shall be determined by drawing names during the candidate meeting on Friday, September 27th at 3pm. The first name picked will be listed first on the ballot; second name picked will be listed next on the ballot, etc.
f) Voting shall take place using OwlConnect beginning at 9am on Monday, October 7th  through Thursday, October 10th at 12:00pm. 


VIII. Winner

a) The winner in the election shall be determined by a majority/ plurality of votes as appropriate. 
b) Student Government representative-at-large positions can be either one-year or two-year terms. One- year positions are typically filled during the fall semester and two-year positions are typically filled during the spring elections. In the case that there are both one-year and two-year terms available as a result of vacancies, students that receive the most votes will fill the two-year terms.
c) A run-off election will be held in the event of a tie. 
d) The run-off election shall not be considered a new election.
e) After 24 hours, having had no reported irregularities brought to the BOE or having investigated and found no evidence that reported infractions affected the outcome of the election, the BOE shall declare the election valid.


IX. Violations/Complaints

a) Any claims or charges of violations of campaign rules and regulations must be submitted to the BOE via the Office of Student Conduct and Civic Responsibility, ENG B222. Claims or charges of violations must be in writing and submitted within 24 hours of the polls being closed. The BOE and/or the Office of Student Conduct and Civic Responsibility will investigate and determine if the violation affected the election outcome. 
b) A complaint shall consist of a written statement citing the infraction of election rules with reference to the specific rule violated.  All complaints will be submitted with the complainant’s signature.
c) Complaints should be submitted to the BOE only if the student filing the complaint has witnessed or has been directly affected by a situation.
d) If the complaint involves any form of written communication, a copy of the alleged offending material should be submitted as evidence.
e) In cases where physical evidence is not available, the official reports of any university official shall be accepted by the BOE as evidence.
f) The following actions may be imposed:
i. Disqualification
ii. Official reprimand
iii. Dismissal of complaint
iv. Recommendation for additional action through the Office of Student Conduct and Civic Responsibility.
v. Other action approved by the BOE with the approval of the Office of Student Conduct and Civic Responsibility and the Office of Student Involvement and Leadership Development.






Attention
There will be an informational meeting for all candidates on… 

[image: ]

Friday, September 27th 3:00pm 

 Adanti Student Center
Resource Room, ASC 217
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